
INTRODUCTION 

 

Cavite City occupies a hook 

shaped peninsula projecting out into 

Manila Bay. Evident in the city’s shape, 

the province’s name was derived from 

the Tagalog word “kawit” which means 

hook. 

The City of Cavite (Chavacano: 

Ciudad de Cavite) is a fourth class city 

in the province of Cavite, Philippines. 

The city occupies a hook shaped 

peninsula jutting out into Manila Bay. 

Cavite City used to be the capital of the 

province. The historic island of Corregidor and the adjacent islands and detached rocks of 

Caballo, Carabao, El Fraile and La Monja found at the mouth of Manila Bay are part of the city's 

territorial jurisdiction. 

The city lies 35 kilometers southwest from Manila by road. It borders the municipality of 

Noveleta to the south. The peninsula encloses Bacoor Bay to the southeast and Cañacao Bay to 

the northeast, both small parts of Manila Bay. The city proper is divided into five districts: 

Dalahican, Santa Cruz, Caridad, San Antonio, and San Roque. These districts are further 

subdivided into eight zones and a total of 84 barangays. The Sangley Point Naval Base is part of 

the city and occupies the northernmost portion of the peninsula. This used to be an American 

military naval base and has since been converted into a special Philippine military base. 

Cavite City has been a birthplace to some of the national heroes like Emilio Aguinaldo. 

Also, the Corregidor Island gained international fame as the site of the valiant, last ditch stand of 

the Filipino-American forces against the Japanese invaders in 1942. The fortress island is now a 

major tourist attraction, as the buildings, tunnels, gun emplacements and other structures remain 

well-preserved. 

According to the 2007 census, Cavite City has a population of 104,581 people in a land 

area of 10.89 square kilometers. 
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PROFILE OF THE AREA 

Brief History 

The name "Cavite" evolved from the word "Kawit" or "Cauit," meaning hook, referring 

to the shape of the land along the coast of Bacoor Bay. It was mispronounced by the Spaniards as 

"Kawite" or "Cavite" there being no "K" in the Castillan alphabet, then changing "w" to "v" so as 

to conform to their accentuation. 

There are several names attributed to present-day Cavite City. Its early settlers, who were 

Tagalogs, called it "Tangway," meaning peninsula. People from other places refer to it as Kawit, 

because it looked like a sharp-edge part of the hook-shaped land along the coast of Bacoor Bay. 

The Chinese traders or the Sangleyes who came to Cavite to do business with the natives called 

it Keit, a corruption of the word Kawit. According to folklore, the earliest settlers came from 

Borneo, led by Gat Hinigiw and his wife Dayang Kaliwanag who bore seven children. 

Archaeological evidences in the coastal areas show prehistoric settlements. 

When Spanish colonizers settled in the most populated area of the place (the present day 

Kawit), they christened it as Cavite. The old “Tangway”, which was at its northern tip, was 

called "Cavite la Punta" meaning "Tip of Cavite". When they discovered Cavite la Punta to be a 

suitable place for the repair and constructions of their ships and galleons, they called the place 

Cavite Nuevo (New Cavite) and decided to move their settlement and founded Puerto de Cavite 

(port of Cavite). 

At the height of the Manila-Acapulco Galleon Trade, which made Puerto de Cavite the 

point of entry and departure of Spanish galleons that brought many foreign travelers on its 

shores, Puerto de Cavite was fondly called "Ciudad de Oro Macizo" meaning the "City of Solid 

Gold". The Chinese emperor at one time sent some of his men to this place to search for gold. 

It was also during those times when it was called "Tierra de Maria Santisima" because of 

the popularity of the Marian devotion in this place. 

Political history 

The early inhabitants of Cavite City were the Tagalogs ruled by the Kampilan and the 

bullhorn of a datu, the tribal form of government. 

During the Spanish administration, the place was under an "Administradores Civiles" 

called "Gobernadorcillo", which was later called "Capitan Municipal", assisted by a "Teniente 

Mayor", a "Teniente Segundo", a "Teniente Tercero", a "Teniente del Barrio" and a "Cabeza de 

Barangay". 
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In 1898, American colonial period, the place was used as the seat of the U.S. Naval 

Forces in the Philippines. Government Administration was under the Presidentes Municipales 

with the direct supervision of the American Army Officers. 

In 1900, the Caviteños tasted their first election under the American regime. They elected 

in each pueblo or town, local officials called Presidente Municipal, Vice-Presidente Municipal 

and a Consejo composed of Consejales. 

In 1901, the Philippine Commission approved a municipal code as the organic law of all 

local governments throughout the country. In its implementation in 1903, the three separate 

pueblos of Cavite Puerto, San Roque and La Caridad were merged into one municipality, which 

was called the Municipality of Cavite. By virtue of a legislative act promulgated by the First 

Philippine Assembly, Cavite was made the capital of the province. Subsequently its territory was 

enlarged to include the district of San Antonio and the island of Corregidor. The Municipality of 

Cavite functioned as a civil government whose officials consisted of a Presidente Municipal, a 

Vice-Presidente Municipal and ten Consejales duly elected by the qualified voters of the 

municipality. 

In 1909, Executive Order No. 124, of Governor-General W. Cameron Forbes, declared 

the Act No. 1748 annexing Corregidor and the islands of Caballo (Fort Hughes), La Monja, El 

Fraile (Fort Drum), Sta. Amalia, Carabao (Fort Frank) and Limbones, as well as all waters and 

detached rocks surrounding them, to the Municipality of Cavite. 

Under the Philippine Commonwealth, Assemblyman Manuel S. Rojas, Grand Father of 

Mayor Bernardo Paredes, sponsored Commonwealth Act No. 547 creating Cavite as a chartered 

city. Upon approval into law on September 7, 1940, the executive function of the city was vested 

on an appointive City Mayor who holds office at the pleasure of the President of the Philippine 

Commonwealth. Moreover, legislative functions as provided for in the charter of the City of 

Cavite was vested on a Municipal Board composed of three electives, two appointive and two 

ex-officio councilors, the presiding officer of which is the City Mayor. 

In 1941, Japanese Imperial Forces bombed the city to destroy the US Naval Installations. 

The Japanese appointed at least two City Mayors of Cavite City. Again in 1945, the US and 

Philippine Commonwealth military bombarded the Japanese forces stationed here. After the 

liberation, the city's local administration went back to normal. 

Republic Act No. 981, passed by the Congress of the Philippines in 1954, transferred the 

capital of the Province from Cavite City to Trece Martires City. Subsequently, the City Charter 

was amended. By virtue of an amendment to the charter of Cavite City, the City Mayor, City 

Vice-Mayor and eight councillors were elected by popular suffrage. 
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Geography 

Location 

 

Cavite City is a peninsula that is geographically 

located 8 nautical miles across the bay at 14° 29.04' latitude, 

and 120° 54.02' longitude. It is bounded on the West and 

Southwest by Manila Bay, on the Northeast by Cañacao Bay, 

on the Southeast by Bacoor Bay and on the South by 

Municipality of Noveleta. 

It is located at the northern tip of the Province of 

Cavite and lies approximately 34 kilometers southwest of 

Manila. 

 

Area 

Base on the Development Land Use Plan, the total area of Cavite City is 1,238.63 

hectares, broken down as follows: 

City Proper – 338.04 ha. (27%) 

Road Network – 61.27 ha. (5%) 

Sangley Point – 136.791 ha. (11.04%) 

Fort San Felipe – 93.159 ha. (7.5%) 

Corregidor and Adjacent Islands – 609.37 ha. (49%) 

Corregidor – 549.38 ha. 

 Caballo – 27.37 ha. 

 La Monja – .9758 ha. 

 El Fraile – 1.098 ha. 

Carabao – 5.55 ha. 

Sta. Amalia – 3.9962 ha. 

Limbones – 24.00 ha. 



Political Subdivision 

 Cavite City is divided into five districts namely: San Antonio on the north, including 

Sangley Point reservation, Caridad at the Center, San Roque at the east including Philippines 

Naval Reservation of Fort San Felipe, Sta. Cruz on the southwest and Dalahican on the south 

towards the Municipality of Noveleta. 

 There are eight (8) Barangay Zones composed of eighty-four (84) barangay, to wit; 

Zone 1     Brgy. 1 (Hen. M. Alvarez)  Brgy. 5 (Hen. E. Evangelista) 

   Brgy. 2 (Hen. C. Tirona)  Brgy. 6 (Diego Silang) 

   Brgy. 3 (Hen. E. Aguinaldo) Brgy. 7 (Kapitan King-Kong) 

    Brgy. 4 (Hen. M. Trias)  Brgy. 8 (Manuel S. Rojas) 

Zone 2        Brgy. 9 (Kanaway)   Brgy. 13 (Aguila) 

Brgy. 10-M (Kingfisher)  Brgy. 14 (Loro)  

   Brgy. 10-A (Kingfisher A)              Brgy. 15 (Kilyawan) 

   Brgy. 10-B (Kingfisher B)  Brgy. 16 (Martines) 

Brgy. 11 (Lawin)    Brgy. 17 (Kalapati) 

Brgy. 12 (Love Bird)  Brgy. 18 (Maya) 

Zone 3        Brgy. 19 (Gemini)   Brgy. 24 (Libra) 

Brgy. 20 (Virgo)   Brgy. 25 (Capricorn) 

Brgy. 21 (Scorpio)   Brgy. 26 (Cancer) 

Brgy. 22 (Leo)   Brgy. 27 (Sagitarius) 

     Brgy. 23 (Aquarius)   Brgy. 28 (Toro) 

 

 



Zone 4    

Brgy. 29-A  

Brgy. 30 (Chupapet) 

Brgy. 31 (Maya-maya) 

Brgy. 32 

Brgy. 33 (Buwan-buwan) 

Brgy. 34 (Lapu-lapu) 

Brgy. 35 (Hasa-hasa) 

Brgy. 36  

Brgy. 36- 

Zone 5

Brgy. 37 

Brgy. 37-A  

Brgy. 38 (Sampaguita) 

Brgy. 38-A (Sampaguita A) 

Brgy. 39 (Jasmin) 

Brgy. 40 (Gumamela) 

Brgy. 41 (Rosal) 

Zone 6 

Brgy. 42 (Pinagbuklod) 

Brgy. 42-A (Pinagbuklod) 

Brgy. 42-B (Pinagbuklod) 

Brgy. 42-C (Pinagbuklod ^9) 

Brgy. 43 

Brgy. 44 (Maligaya) 

 

 

 

 

Brgy. 45 (Kaunlaran) 

Brgy. 45-A (Kaunlaran A) 

Brgy. 46 (Sinagtala) 

Brgy. 47 (Pagkakaisa) 

Brgy. 47-A (Pagkakaisa A) 

Brgy. 47-B (Pagkakaisa B) 

 

 

 

 



Zone 7 

Brgy. 48 (Narra) 

Brgy. 48-A (Narra A) 

Brgy. 49 (Akasya) 

Brgy. 49-A (Akasya A) 

Brgy. 50 (Kabalyero) 

Brgy. 51 (Kamagong) 

Brgy. 52 (Ipil) 

Brgy. 53 (Yakal) 

Brgy. 53-A (Yakal A) 

Brgy. 53-B (Yakal B) 

 

Zone 8 

Brgy. 54 (Pechay) 

Brgy. 54-A( Pechay A) 

Brgy. 55 (Ampalaya) 

Brgy. 56 (Labanos) 

Brgy. 57 (Repolyo) 

Brgy. 58 (Patola) 

Brgy. 58-A (Patola A) 

Brgy. 59 (Sitaw) 

Brgy. 60 (Letsugas) 

Brgy. 61 (Talong) 

Brgy. 61-A (Talong A) 

Brgy. 62 (Kangkong) 

Brgy. 62-A (Kangkong A) 

Brgy. 62-B (Kangkong B) 

Topography 

 Slopes 

The entire city has an almost flat surface, the slope ranges from zero to three 

percent (0 - 3%) with no rugged features and rural sections. 

 Bodies of Water 

Three bodies of water; Bacoor Bay on the East, Cañacao Bay on the Northeast 

portion and Manila Bay on the West bound Cavite City. 



Climate 

 The City’s climate is similar to most of the areas in 

the country. It is dry from the months of December to June 

and rainy from July to November. 

 

Languages/Dialects 

 Filipino( Tagalog dialect) and English are the 

languages spoken commonly. The national dialect, 

Caviteño or Chabacano, is only spoken in some areas of the 

city. 

 

Culture 

Religious Sectors 

  

 

Roman Catholics are predominant in the city. Agliayans, 

Protestants, Iglesia ni Kristo and Jehovah Witnesses are also 

represented in their order based on the number of their respective 

adherents.   

 

 

 

 

Nuestra Señora dela Soledad de Porta Vaga - the patroness of 

Cavite City, also called "Reina de Cavite" and "La Virgen de la 

Soledad". The virgin is depicted as a lady in mourning. Mary, garbed 

in black and white attire, seems to be on her knees as she contemplates 

the passion of her son. Before her are the crown of thorns and the nails 

instrument of Christ's passion. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuestra_Se%C3%B1ora_dela_Soledad_de_Porta_Vaga


URBAN PROBLEMS/ISSUES IDENTIFICATION AND ANALYSIS 

In modern times, housing occupies a greater percentage of land in our urban areas than 

any other use. Because of this omnipresence, housing has come under purview of planners. 

Housing in its basic sense shelter, but in the modern world it serves far more needs than only 

protecting people from elements. 

In Cavite City the governments created basic law governing regulations enabling the 

municipalities to create have proper zoning ordinances, subdivisions regulations and housing 

codes. The Cavite City governments’ financial strength has been bowing to today’s population 

that is why keeping low profile housing can’t be avoided. 

The city government has difficulties in regulating housing and land use. The government 

needs assistance in the large-scale planning of communal and commercial developments, as well 

as public facilities and transportation systems. 

The city is beset by a number of 

development challenges and has 

continuously sought to address this 

within the means available to the city. 

The city has to cope-up with the fact that 

informal settlers would have to be 

considered in its development plans since 

35 of its 84 barangays are lying along the 

coast of the city. As the city has proven 

to be vulnerable to effects of sea-level 

rise and considering that it is lying below sea level, there is also the need to address the saltwater 

intrusion that affects the city’s supply of potable water. It becomes evident that an essential 

component of the city’s envisioned development is the provision of an alternative route that 

would help the city become accessible via land or sea transport.  

 

The major housing issue today is 

affordability, whether for low-income, elderly, 

first time homebuyer, or middle-income 

households. In Cavite many people sort on 

deciding and living near the shores of the sea.  



 

Mostly are families of fishermen that 

depends their income and livelihood to the sea.  

There are many possible causes in 

choosing the shoreline to build a house the 

common problem nowadays includes 

congestion, regulations, safety, environmental 

issues and finance.  It may also include 

transportation productivity, economic 

development, private-sector service provision, 

and better maintenance programs. The 

consequences of this act may be fatal to everyone; there are chances of dealing with fires and 

other natural calamities. They are prone to hazardous and fatal things like communicable 

diseases. The fact that they live in grimy shorelines they do not have knowledge in proper 

disposing of their garbage. The garbage and other solid waste are just floating under their houses. 

These may cause children to be sick and have weak resistance to illness. 

More likely the fact that they use the sea as a resident area is not acceptable the people 

living in shorelines must be transfer or some sort of relocation. 

Aside from locals that are living in shorelines there are also concern of governments 

involvement to the regulation of urban planning system. The implementation of variety of 

ordinances was not that easy for the government to imply. 

There are lots of concern that the 

government should be dealing like the 

sewage treatment, the garbage pick-up 

and water supply. 

Some places was also not use to 

best possible way it can be, if would the 

government think about the factors like 

boosting of the image of the 

development of the city. The government 

must also sort on providing amenities, 

building plans or unit attributes. 



The government subjects certain conditions that are designed to protect adjacent land 

from the loss of use value which might occur. There are techniques used by government to 

ensure that as the population grows there are services available to meet their demands.  

The growing number of population in Cavite City are adopting legislation requiring that 

local government must prepare and adopt comprehensive plan, including land use plan. They 

also make sure that any implementation effort is consistent with the adopted plan. 

Environmental degradation is an increasingly serious problem in Cavite City. Although 

there are environmental act, it was not effectively implemented, particularly in small barangays. 

Environmental pollution is better controlled in cities than in towns. Many residents living in or 

near the sea carelessly disposing waste or garbages that pollutes the sea. Air pollution is also 

severely increasing.  

Environmental degradation is caused by the lack of affordable land and housing options 

for the poor in most Philippines cities means that between a third and a half of the urban 

population are forced to live in informal settlements, in conditions that are illegal, insecure and 

environmentally degraded, without access to toilets, water supply, electricity and in ever-present 

danger of eviction. Without secure land, houses and communities, more and more of the poor's 

scanty resources go into just surviving, catching people up in a hopeless cycle of squatting and 

eviction which only further further impoverishes the poor, and prevents them from developing 

themselves 

City governments have less control over the location and timing of development. Without 

good urban management, the land-use pattern can be chaotic, leading to inefficient use of the 

land and traffic congestion. Environmental degradation of towns will be a serious issue if it is 

left unattended. There is an urgent need to train professionals such as planners and public 

administrators to plan and manage these towns and cities. 

 

 

 



THE PLANNING SYSTEM 

Key issues and opportunities 

The city is beset by a number of development challenges and has continuously sought to 

address this within the means available to the city. 

Livability 

The city has to cope-up with the fact that informal settlers would have to be considered in 

its development plans since 35 of its 84 barangay are lying along the coast of the city. As the city 

has proven to be vulnerable to effects of sea-level rise and considering that it is lying below sea 

level, there is also the need to address the saltwater intrusion that affects the city’s supply of 

potable water. It becomes evident that an essential component of the city’s envisioned 

development is the provision of an alternative route that would help the city become accessible 

via land or sea transport. The operation of Ferry Services from Cavite City to the Mall of Asia is 

an initial step towards that direction. 

Capital investment program 

The City Local Development Council (CLDC), through Local Development Council 

Resolution No. 03-2006 adopted last October 23, 2006, a set of policies and criterion in the 

selection of projects and programs to wit: 

1. Social Impact-The development project should improve the social well- being of the 

constituents. 

2. Relevance to city’s Productivity - Projects that can be measurable by its expected impact 

on the City’s over-all development. 

3. Environmental Implication- The project must have Environmental Integrity. 

4. Financial Viability- The Development Project or Program should be economically 

efficient and sustainable. 

5. Urgency of needs - Projects that has multi-priority in every locality or Barangay. 



Based on the aforementioned the following were deemed as priority for the overall impact on 

the city’s development goals: 

1. Construction of a Via-Duct 

2. Construction of a Jetty Park 

3. Construction of a Centralized Bus Station 

4. Construction of a Galleon Ship Museum 

5. Construction of a Ciudad Nuevo Hotel and Seminar Center 

6. Construction of a Porta Vaga Fishermen’s Wharf/Village 

7. Extension of the Rosario Isthmus Boardwalk 

8. Construction of a Porta Vaga Wall Replica 

9. Construction of a Training and Research Center for Aquaculture Products 

10. Construction of a Water Sample Treatment Center 

Moreover, with regards to the sources of financing for the city’s top ten priority projects, 

they are expected to come from the budget surpluses starting 2007, the increase in tax collection, 

from the revision of the city revenue code, income deriving from these projects, bank loans, 

BOT/Joint Venture, Grant/ Subsidy from the National Government, i.e. coming from 

government agencies such as DOTC, DOT, Senators’ and Congressmen’s Countrywide 

Development Fund. To ensure that these funds would be utilized for the intended purposes, 

constant monitoring and proper accounting of expenses would be undertaken so that these high 

impact projects would be realized at the soonest and could immediately affect the city’s 

development. 

The priority projects scheduled for implementation within a five-year period with their 

budgets to be implemented via installments or stages. A bulk of the funds would be released on 

the first two years, the largest of which would be devoted to the Proposed Construction of Via-

duct - an elevated expressway from Kawit, Cavite to Cavite City. 

Sangley Point Development Project 

The Sangley Point Development Project aims to transform Sangley Point into an 

International Logistics Hub with a modern airport and seaport thru Executive Order 629, 

"Directing the Philippine Reclamation Authority to Convert the Sangley Point, Cavite City into 



an International Logistics Hub with Modern Seaport and Airport thru an enabling reclamation 

component." 

Schools, colleges and universities 

Elementary 

Public 

 Dalahican Elementary School 

 Estansuela Elementary School 

 Garita Elementary School 

 Julian Felipe Elementary School 

 Ladislao Diwa Elementary School 

 Manuel Rojas Elementary School 

 Ovidio Dela Rosa Elementary 

School 

 Porta Varga Elementary School 

 San Lorenzo Ruiz Elementary 

School 

 Sangley Elementary School 

Private 

 Academe of Donna Christine 

(Corazon R. Chua -Directress) 

 Cavite Bible Baptist Academy 

 Holy Child Learning Center 

 Jimel Academy  

 King of Glory Academy 

 Little Heaven Prep School 

 Maranatha Christian School 

 Progressive Learning Center 

 St. Joseph College Cavite City 

 Sovereign Christian Grace Academy 

 Cavite Christian Gospel Church 

Kiddies Learning School 

 Columbia Polytechnic Institute 

 Gospel Light Christian Academy  

 

High school 

Public 

 Cavite National High School 

 Sangley Point National High School 

Private 

 Cavite Bible Baptist Academy 

 Columbia Polytechnic Institute 

 King of Glory Academy 

 Jimel Academy 

 San Sebastian College – Recoletos 

de Cavite 

 St. Joseph College Cavite City 

College 

Public 

 Cavite State University, Cavite City 

Campus 

 Cavite City Technical and 

Vocational School 

Private 

 Columbia Polytechnic Institute 

 San Sebastian College – Recoletos 

de Cavite 

 St. Joseph's College Cavite City
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SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Summary 

The presented data of Urban Planning System: Issues and Problems in Cavite City were 

sought to identify the problems that the city is dealing with. 

Cavite City cope-up with the fact that informal settlers would have to be considered in its 

development plans since 35 of its 84 barangays are lying along the coast of the city. 

Moreover, with regards to the sources of financing for the city’s top ten priority projects, 

they are expected to come from the budget surpluses. To ensure that these funds would be 

utilized for the intended purposes, constant monitoring and proper accounting of expenses would 

be undertaken so that these high impact projects would be realized at the soonest and could 

immediately affect the city’s development. 

There are more to expect on Cavite City because the historical attractions of Cavite City 

is one of the phenomenal things you can find here. Cavite City is filled with historical events 

seen in locations and museums. 

Recommendations 

Based on the result of the present investigations and research it helps improve the 

condition of collecting data in Urban Planning System: Issues and Problems in Cavite City. 

1. The project acquainted the researchers with the urban problems in Cavite City, the 

problems have been identified and the researchers were able to distinguish the 

causes and effects of the urban conditions. 

2. The city government must maintain adopting legislation requiring that local 

government must prepare and adopt comprehensive plan, including land use plan. 

3. The factors wherein the problems were generated should be given emphasized by 

providing programs that will lessen those problems and continue to avoid them. 

4. A more intrinsic and comprehensive study should be made by planners to provide 

techniques to be used by government to ensure that as the population grows there 

are services available to meet their demands. 



ANNEXES/APPENDICES 

Aerial View of Cavite City 
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Ferry Services from Cavite City to the Mall of Asia 
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Cavite City Hall 

 

 



Houses built on the Sea 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Urban Issues and Problems in Cavite City 

Improper waste disposal in land and water 

 

Building houses and residing in Government owned land and water areas 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


