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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO._ 726

TRANSFERRING THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM TO THE DEPARTMENT OF

ENVIRONME\NT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

WHEREAS, it is Lhe duty of the State to protect the rights of indigenous cultural
communiting and Indigenous peoples to their ancestral domains to ensure thelr
nconomic, sodial and cultural well being and Lo recognize the applicabllity of

customary laws governing property rights of relations in determining Lhe
ownership and extent of ancestral domain;

WHEREAS, the State recognizes, respects and protects the rights of indigenous

cultural communities and indigenous peoples to preserve and develop their
coltures, traditions and Institutions;

WHEREAS, National Commission On Indigenous Peoples was created by
Republic Act No. 8371 entitled AN ACT TO RECOGNIZE, PROTLECI® AND
PROMOTE - THE  RIGHTS  OF INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES/
INDIGENOUS — PEOPLES, CREATING THE NATIONAL COMMISSION  ON
INPTGENOUS  PEOPLES,  ESTABUSHING  IMPLEMENTING  MECHANISMS,
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; i
WHEREAS, the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples was placed under
the Departiment of Agrarian Reform by Executive Oider No. 364 entitled

TRANSFORMING - THE  DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN  REFORM INIO THE
DEPARTMENT OF LAND REFORM on September 27, 2004;

WHEREAS, there is a continuing need to remain vigilant in protecting the rights
2l guaranteeing the respect for the cultural integrity of Indigenous cultural

vormunities and  indigenous  peoples, and ensuring that all members of
Indlaenous cutural communities and indigenous peoples benelit on an eyual

footing fmm'll;ne rights and opportunities which national laws and regulations
arant to othei rmembers of the population;
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rhste that all laws pe falthfully executed;

WHEREAS, Paragraph 2, Sectiofy 31,

Chapter 10, Title 111, Book III of Executive
Cider N, 292 grants the President the continuing [
ddminislrative ‘Ucture i
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SECELON 2. Efrectiwity. This Executlve Order shal take effect |
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